THE    LAST   DAYS    OF   MADRID

in July, September and October 1938 were not pre-
parations for a coup d*etat, to be carried out by arrange-
ment with Franco.

They also proclaim to the four winds that since the
month of December of 1938 I had daily interviews with
Senor Besteiro, In making this statement they suppose
that Senor Besteiro and I knew one another at that time,
and are not aware that, as I can and do state publicly and
on my honour, I had only spoken to Senor Besteiro three
times before the coup d'etat was made. Before the loss of
Catalonia we met at the house of a mutual friend, not by
chance, but because of a mutual wish to know one another.
He spoke to me about international politics and, very
discreetly, about national politics. We had our second and
third interviews after the loss of Catalonia. In these both
Senor Besteiro and I were most explicit, so explicit and so
much in accord that we needed no further interviews. I
found in Senor Besteiro a Spaniard and an anti-Fascist
one hundred per cent, above all things determined to save
Spain.

Moreover, Don Julian Besteiro has been condemned by
the Nationalists to thirty years' imprisonment, and the
prosecution asked for the death sentence. The whole
world knows this, just as the whole world knows that when
the Spanish people heard that the death sentence was
being demanded for Senor Besteiro, protests were made in
Valencia, in Barcelona, in Madrid and in other parts of
Spain, which reached a point of violence, to make the
Tribunal refuse the sentence demanded by the prosecution.
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